
CUSTOMS OF
MARRIAGE.

Their Origin and the Manner of
Wedding's in Various

Countries.

What the Wedding Ring Symbolizes
and Whence It Derives

Its Significance.
There are certain customs connected with

the marriage ceremony that seem to be uni¬
versal. From Hindoostan to America a

wedding means gowns, dowry, gifts, a ring,
wine, food. Always the two latter! They
drink toasts to the health of the brides
among the Parsees of Bombay, even as

Vice-President Stevenson's friends will
drink to his fair daughter. They eat saus-

gaes and spare ribs and pickles in Am¬
sterdam, while we eat truffles and terrapin
at Delmonico's. A wedding is a festival, a
season of flowers and jollification, and
where there is food or an extra kind and
flowing bowl to match and Sunday clothes
to look at.
The reason that weddings are looked upon

and celebrated as seasons of rejoicing are

obvious and numerous and admitted with
varying degrees of frankness. A Chinaman,
for instance, whW asked why he mar¬
ries, will say. without fear: "Have great
many things In my house, must have wife
to look after them, very important." But
then In China the color of the wedding
dress is not even the same as ours. It is
usually of scarlet, gayly embroidered, ac¬

cording to the means of the bride's par¬
ents, in gold and silk, her face is pow¬
dered and her lips are painted, not gently
and carefully, but boldly and thickly, quite
as If she were preparing for some theatrical
scene. She wears no delicate tulle veil,
but a thick red one to hide, not to en-

hance, her beauty, because it is not until
after the ceremony that the husband looks
fos the first time on the face of his future
companion.
The old Chinese marriage customs, when

the lover went after his bride and fought
for her until heV-carried her home on the
saddle before him are matched by our o\vn
feudal time woolngs before the day of mar¬

riages by fascination, and even before the
day of marriages by purchase.
The mercantile part of marriages, by the'

way, Is everywhere conspicuous, almost as

conspicuous as the food and the wine that
mark its celebration. In Patagonia, for in¬
stance, the principal feature of the mar¬

riage rite consists in the mere removal
of the daughter's chattels from her par¬
ents' tent. To this custom is added a cer¬
tain amount of poetry and sentiment, for.
as she departs, she carries a blessing and
benediction from the father, whom we may
Imagine sitting cross-legged in his horseskin
ooat. In Africa a bride is bought for so

many cows. In the Book of Proverbs we
are told that the price of a good wife Is
above rubies; in India she Is not even worth
a rupee. In Poland, however, she is con¬
sidered to be worth so my^h that even the
wedding guests are supposed to be willing
to contribute to her dower for the mere

privilege of a dance or a kiss. On a table
in one cornet of the banquetnig hall is a

dish into which every one who dances with
the bride is expected to deposit a small
sum of money, generally or 50 cents. But
we must rpmember tb«t.. in- Poland they
haven't jewel shops, where guests may pur¬
chase their favors.
It was an Elizabethan poet who declared

black the proper garb for widows, purple
for wives, white for maidens, and wedding
rings date as far back as.well, Swinburne
assures us that the first wedding riug
ever put on a bride's finger was. designed
by one Prometheus, and wrought of iron
and adamant by Tubal Cain. He says, fur¬
ther, that it was placed on the fourth fin¬
ger of the left hand, because by received
opinion of the learned and experienced in
ripping up and anatomizing hens' bodies,
there is a vein of blood which passeth
from the fourth finger into the heart called
vena ainoris.love's vein. Some commop-
place person has sought to crush this ro¬
mantic explanation by suggesting that the
ring w«.« placed oil tile left hand merely
because married womfm were required to do
so much work with the right hand.

For Enthusiastic Cyclers.
Tte latest development of the bicycle

craze is a cycle wedding, and it is not
improbable that the fashion will spread.
The first known event of the kind took

place In England not long since, when the
bride and groom so far outraged tradition
as to Invite the curate In place of the
vicar to perform the ceremony. The ex¬
planation given was, that being a wheel¬
man he would better sympathize with the
desire to celebrate the happy event with
the help of the bicycle In place of using

. the prosaic carriage and pair. As an actual
fact, when the happy day arrived, the
contracting parties and some thirty guestsrode to the church in trim cycling cos¬
tumes, and after the ceremony back to the
wedding breakafst. They did not, how¬
ever, escape the rice throwers, for the
news speedily spread through the villageand a crowd collected many members of
which had remembered to arm themselves
la the traditional manner.

GIFTS FOR JUNE BRIDES.
Silver Is the Favorite, but

Glass and Jewels
Are Correct.

Chests That Cost Fabulous Sums and
Contain a Complete Table

Equipment.
The bridal gift that takes rank above all

other gifts, the one certain to be selected
by the family of the bride in all such
cases as allow of lavish expenditure, is
either a chest of table silver or a service.
There are recent instances on record where
the cost of the latter ran upward of $3,000
and that of the former to $2,000 or there¬
about, but luckily the average cost is far
less, aud all sorts of tempting designs are

displayed in smaller sets.
The unwritten law that wedding gifts

shall help to equip the new homo lies at
the foundation of all selections. Silver, in
that it is nearly imperishable, is given the
first choice, but cut glass, fine china, even

furniture, are considered in good taste.
Jewels, farn^firid the like are also favorites,
but household silver may safely be said to
make the best and most appropriate gift.
The chests mentioned above are gorgeous.

The box itself is of wood, oak or mahogany,
silver trimmed and lined either with satin
or chamois skip. The contents include, be¬
sides all forks and spoons of ordinary
service, everything in the way of special
servers known to titfble needs. As a matter
of course, however, gifts of such elabora¬
tion are few in number. The great ma¬

jority consist of either Icp-cream pr berry
sets, single servers or spoons designed for
bouillon, coffee and the like. Only one

law can be said to exist.the bridal gift
should be handsomely encasecj. The setting
Is supposed to enhance the value to a con¬
siderable extent.
June being the time of weddings, there

are some delightful novelties shown with
special reference to the fact. A- pate set,
which consists of a dozen cups and ap-
priate forks, bears the mark $105, but
some lovely berry forks showing the straw¬
berry in design can be had for $25. Per¬
haps the greatest favorite, however, is
the generous cake basket that fa a revival
of past days. For many years those delight¬
ful. capacious receptacles have been a

memory only. Now they heir the magic
stamp of fashion, and each prospective
bride is eager to possess a counterpart of
grandma's basket if she be not so fortunate
as to inherit the original. Solid and severe
styles are equally popular with the open¬
work silver, but each and all have handles;
the delicate link trays that bave been
popular are cast a#ide or are used for the
service of fruit and ficfaers.
Flower holders that are tall and shaped

like a huge tumbler make another variety.
They are fitted with a glass cup, either
white or colored, which is seen through
the openings Qf the silver vase. Small
ones cost $22, but one can pay almost any
price he may choose, for they vary both
in size and in style of workmanship, the
characteristic shape being the same in all.
Sugar crushers and sugar bowls, which

are also of openwork silver, glass lined,
are in reality revivals like the baskets.
Cut sugar ready for use is a modern con¬
venience, and seems to require only the
tpngs, but ultra fastidious folk have gone
back to the days of the loaf aud prefer to
crush it in readiness for each cup.

Badges of Matrimony.
In neariy^all countries except America

there are worn distinctive badges of matri¬
mony. There is a widespread variation in
the articles accepted as the Insignia of
wedded bliss, but in all instances they are

much sought after and proudly worn, re¬

gardless of the fact that they are alrfost
invariably a disfigurement and lessen the
beauty of the wearer. In Germany, and un¬
til quite recently in England, a married
woman covered her hair with a cap.
Among the German peasants the "donning
of the cap" is one of the incidents of the
wedding day. 'in Russia the peasant women
when married twist a heavy dark cloth over
their hair, and this is worn, except as a
fresh one Is substituted, until death.
In Nqw Guinea a married woman Is com¬

pelled to keep her locks shorn, and Chinese
matrons braid their tresses in a curious,
unbecoming fashion.
In Japan a bride paints her teeth a vjvld

scarlet, and Is never again seen, even by
her family circle, without aiflamlug row of
teeth. The Manthes woinefl of the Mon¬
golian tribe signify that matrimonial bliss
Is theirs by suspending a tiny basket of
cotton from their ears, to which is at¬
tached a spindle.
In Alaska, as soon as n girl marries her

lower Up Is pierced and a piece of wood or
bone is Inserted. This testifies that she is
a bride in good and regular standing, and
as she grows older the insignia is removed
and a larger piece substituted from time
to time.

MATRIMONIAL
SUPERSTITIONS.

Traditions of the Wedding Ring,
Its Origin.Significance

of Jewels.

Quotations Which for Centuries Have
Made or Marred the Pleasure and

Happiness of Many.
As a matter of history, a simple, timid

bride is no more likely to entertain a fool¬
ish belief in omens or talismans than a gen¬
eral or other great chief. It has been stat¬
ed that Caesar crossed the Rubicon because
on the other side he saw a man with a fine

figure. Mohammed was all for Fate; Bona¬
parte was a believer in stars and destiny;
Cromwell had faith in September 3; Louis

Napoleon, in December 2; Sir Walter Scott
confessed that the tendency to belief in
supernatural agencies seemed connected
with, and derived from, the invaluable con¬

viction of the certainty of a future state.
So let the superstitious brides, God bless
them, go to the altar in June or any other
month, except May, with a light heart and
a blessed belief that the augurs are smiling
upon a love that is undying.
We except May from the list of lucky

months because it was for'many years sup¬
posed to be specially under the influence of
malignant spirits delighting in domestic
discord. Listen, you June brides, to the un¬

happy destinies meted out for your ven¬
turesome May sisters.
"Who marries between the sickle and

scythe will never thrive." And again:
"May never was the month of love,

For May is full of flowers;
But rather April, wet by kind,

For love is full of showers."
And more briefly:

"Marry in May
And you;lI rue the day."

And still more fatally:
"From the marriages in May
All the bairns die and decay."

What woman with knowledge and imag¬
ination would so tempt fate, especially
when the roses ln June are as cheap and as

plentiful as wild flowers in May. How¬
ever, to offset these bitter omens, she may
know that May was honored by lovers in
feudal days:
"The {urtle dove said welcome, welcome,

May;
Gladsome and light to lovers that ben hem,
The freshest and balmiest time of the

year." ,

It is said, too, that all evil may be avert¬
ed if the sun, moon and tide are properly
considered. Bear in mind, then, that "Hap¬
py is the bride the sun shines on," apd the
less familiar: "A growing moon and a flow¬
ing tide are lucky times to marry in."
The day of the week next becomes im¬

portant, so important that a special defi¬
nite table presents youF exact position:

"Monday for wealth,
Tuesday for health,
Wednesday the best day of all;

Thursday for crosses,
Friday for losses,
Saturday no luck at all."

Sunday, as you see, does not enter into
our modern calculation at all, although in
ancient Sicily it was considered most pro¬
pitious, and in certain rural districts it is
still the day of days.

It seems scarcely necessary to quote that
"To marry in Lent is to live to repent."
Apropos of the wedding ring it is prettily

said "that circular band which importeth
that mutual love and hearty affection
should flow from one to the other, as in a

circle, continually and forever."
A mysterious significance has been asso¬

ciated with rings from the earliest periods
among various nations. They' were sup¬
posed to be a protection against the 'evil
eye, against the influence of demons and
dangers of every possible character. This
quality lay not so much in the rings them¬
selves, as in the materials of which they
were composed or in some particular pre¬
cious stone,, some special magical letters or
device, or some inscription. For instance,
among the Hebrews the planet Jupiter was
considered propitious for weddings and the
newly married gave rings 011 those occa¬
sions inscribed Mozal Tob, signifying that
good fortune would happen under that star.
With the Poles a diamond is emblematic of
Innocence, an emerald of success ip love, a
sardonyx of conjugal felicity, a topaz offidelity, a turquoise of prosperity and an
opal, which we look upon as unlucky, isthere emblematic of nothing worse thanhope. The turquoise, which they seem to
scorn, is with the Germans the gem parexcellence for a lover's ring. The perma¬
nence of its color is believed to depend
upon the constancy of his affection. An old
rnyme says:
"A compassionate turquoise that doth tellBy looking pale, the wearer Is not well "

Fashions in Slippers.
Occasionally bridal slippers boast buckles.

Only ttye exceedingly sentimental indulge
In br!lliaut-set, heart-shaped clasps, but a
number show oblong or oval buckles of
50 Id or silver. Straps fasten others across
the Instep, and a few have the wide, flar¬
ing tongue that is the distinctive feature
jf the "court" slipper.

COST OF A TROOSSEAU.
A Fashionable Modiste Tells
What Is Required and Item¬

izes the Expense.

Outingf and Shooting Costumes Are
Features of All Outfits

Planned for June.

Although the American girl has an inter¬
national reputation in the matter of in¬
citing dowries, it is a custom that does
not obtain with brides in this country. As
a rule, they are led to the altar withput
money and without price, except for the
one item of trousseau.
A Fifth avenue dressmaker, who makes

a specialty of this line of work, when ques¬
tioned recently on the subject of expensive
outfits, said:
"Ten thousand dollars will meet the ex¬

pense nicely. Of course, it can be done for
less. Why, I have actually outfitted a girl
completely for as little as $4,500, but it is
no use trying to do the thing properly on

such a limited allowance.
"The fashionable bride will require an

appropriate gown for every occasion. For
her boudoir she will require no less than
six lounging wrappers, three of which are

elaborate affairs in chine silk and rich
laces, in which she receives morning vis¬
itors.
"For morning street wear the Jyne bride

has a dainty assortment of linens, dimi¬
ties, grass cloths made over silk, and duck,
supplemented by a full dozen of ordered
shirt waists, for which she has paid at
least $50. Her wash dresses will cost any¬
where from $40 to $75 each.
* "Her street gowns must be tailor made,
which means from $150 to $500 for eacii
chic, well-made garment. And as for her
visiting, carriage and 'going away' gown,
she is fortunate, indeed, if $1,000 will cover

that item.
"This Summer every bride with the least

social pretentions must include a varied
assortment of outing costumes. Whether
the wedding tour be in this country or

abroad, yachting suits are in order, and at
least three are required, one for ordinary
weather, a heavy serge for a stiff 'blow,'
and a jaunty white and gold 'effect' for 'at
homes.'
"If the bride is absolutely up-to-date, she

will huqt aijd fish during the season with
hei/ husband and his friends, and will ex¬

port to looJi pretty and stylish, which, of
course, can only be accomplished in not
one but several mountain suits, worn con¬

secutively, to be sure, but always fresh
and natty.
"Then there are tennis and golfing suits,

not to mention that large Item of dancing
and ball gowns, and again, underwear." .

Madame was actually too qut of breath
to nientiqn millinery and the smaller ac¬

cessories of the trousseau. But it was esti¬
mated that the bride's head could not be
properly adorned for every occasion, from
coaching to garden parties, for anything
less than $150, while her shoes, boots and
slippers would easily count up another
hundred. Her stockings, handkerchiefs and
gloves shp purchases galore.
Her parasols and umbrellas she has

packed in a special "box," and they are

paid for with a special check. Her Oipera
cloaks and carriage wraps are also packed
separately and the expense met by a special
dispensation of Providence.
Withal the end is not yet. There are

veils and belts, and vinaigrettes and lor¬
gnettes; dainty lingerie of all descriptions;
garters, yellow ones, of course, to wear
for lucl>; ribboijs, sashes and a variety of
costly leather fittings, such as purses, bags,
etc.

And all this does not include a wildly ex¬

travagant outfit. It does not mean paying
thousands of dollars for laces or jewels.
but Is just the carefully selected, judicious¬
ly planned trousseau of any of the fashiona¬
ble June brides who are to set sail on a

variety of matrimonial seas during the next
few weeks.

Wedding Etiquette.
First, and most important, the bride's

family pay all the expenses of the wed¬
ding except the clergyman's fee and the
bridegroom's gifts to his 'ushers and the
bridesmaids. Trousseau, reception, invita¬
tions, cards and the like are all paid by the
bride. ,

Invitations are sent out two weeks before
the ceremony. Those which are merely In¬
vitations to the church ceremony require
no answer and no more formal acknowl¬
edgment than friendship with either of
the parties would demand. An invitation
to a wedding reception requires that a
card be presented on the day of the re¬

ception If the Invitation be not accepted.
An invitation to the bride's at home re¬
quires the same acknowledgment. Notes of
congratulation and the like depend upon
the Intimacy existing between either of the
pair and the recipient of the Invitation.
Gifts when sent should be addressed to the

bride, even when the sender does not know
her. Presents marked with initials should
bear hers. She should acknowledge them
at once.

DEGORATIVE
WEDDINGS.

The Floral Queen of the Month
the Favorite.Orange Blos¬

soms Unpopular.
Color Scheme of Delicate Tints and

Hues in Combication
the Vogue.

Shower bouquets are particularly popular
this season. They are made by laying the
blossoms upon a long, oval leaf and they
are put on in such a way that the flowers
hang unevenly in fringes of gjreat grace and
delicacy. Hoses combined with lilies of
the valley make charming shower bou¬
quets, the bell-like lily blossoms forming
a most charming edge about the roses.

Orange blossoms will be less worn than
any other of the white flowers. Their
conventionality renders them as unpopular
this year as it made them popular in times
past. They are almost the most expen¬
sive of all blossoms. White orchids are

almost equally dear, although they do not
have to journey from Florida to Northern
brides.
The June bride with proper views on con¬

sistency (leeks her home«or the church where
she is to be married "with June's own par¬
ticular blossoms. When she uses roses for
her bridal bouquet she chooses, of course,
the white ones. For decoraflon she is al¬
lowed greater latitude. Pink and white
are the colors chosen for many weddings.
Occasionally red is combined with the
white with brilliant effect.
One of the prettiest of the "tinted cere¬

monies" planned for this month is to oc-
cur in the country church near the Sum-
mer home of the bride's people. Tie wood¬
work of the church is dark. The decora¬
tions are to be of white and yellow roses,
which will entirely bank in the altar. In¬
stead of the customary ribbon across the
pews, a twisted rope of yellow and white
roses will stretch down the centre aisle.
Before the bride will walk two sma|J
maids, clad in white tulle with yellow
sashes, scattering white and yellow rose

petals along her path. The bridesmaids
will wear short-waisted yellow frocks and
yellow picture hats.
A bride who realizes the highly decora¬

tive effect of thin silk is going to utilize it
in the adornment of the room where she Is
to be married at home. The walls are to
be festooned with the most diaphanous
silks In the most delicately opalescent
lines.pale lavender, faint pink gnd the
like. The festoons upe to be caught with
bunches of white roses. When the rlb-
bons are drawn to form an avenue through
the rooms for the bridal party they will
be not commonplace satin bands, but float¬
ing clouds of shimmering silk. Between
them the bridal party will walk.the bride
in white and each of her maids in one of
the ethereal colorr used In the decoration,
but all carrying white roses.
At a "Illy" wedding the altar Is to be

banked In lilies of the valley and the
chancel rail Is to be made feathery with
them. The bride, arrayed in white satin
and the maids in white tulle, will all carry
the same delicate flowers.

THE WEDDING FROCK, g
Luck in Choosing- the Correct Colors

for the Auspicious
Occasion.

With the number of superstitions cur¬
rent as to the color which will bring good
or bad luck, the bride who Is most apt to
reach the altar In a calm and unperturbed
state of mind Is the one absolutely blind
to all differences of hue.
A bride recently married was so alarmed

on discovering tliat in all her finery there
was not the faintest touch of blue that
at the very altar she borrowed a turquoise
ring of her pretty maid of honor.
There seems td be no particular objec¬

tion, except an aesthetic one, to brown and
gray; but red has a very bad reputation,
even among Italian women who prefer It
to any other color for the ordinary wear
and tear of hats, shawls and aprons. They
evidently have hot played the little game
containing the admonition about the faith¬
less green, however, for with them If
ranks next in favor to yellow for wedding
§owns. They also incline to a liberal use
of the purple of Tyre and Sldon as a finish¬
ing touch to the glory of their apparel.
There is scarcely a country in either the

Orieut or Occideut in which the supersti¬
tion does not exist In regard to using new
pins only In arranging the briUe'b attire.
Yellow also extends into pre-ihatriuiouiai

superstitions. J/fie girl who Uohs yellow
gaiters 011 New Year s eve wiljl be mar¬
ried before the following Christmas, unless
T>y some grewsome tataiity one of the gar¬
ters should lie lost, in which case her
chances are over for the season.
The belief that June ana October are the

only really lucky months In wbich to get
married Is evidently widespread, for more
people are married In those months than
lu all the others.
All New Orleans girls carry tiny Images

of St. Joseph in their pockets as a charm
against splnsterhood; they also faithfully
don their yellow garters on New Years
eve. and refuse to receive a thimble as a
gift.


